Guideline for Writing a Literature Review (Written Assignment #2) 

A literature review seeks to identify, analyze and summarize the published research literature about a specific topic you have identified in leadership challenges of healthcare organizations. This will also be part of your final written project as the research helps you focus on your career path and role as a future leader. The purpose of a literature review is to establish what is currently known about a specific topic and to evaluate the strength of the evidence upon which that knowledge is based. A review of a medical topic may identify implications for clinical practice. Literature reviews also identify areas that need further research. A systematic review follows a process to find key research conducted on a topic and then critically appraises the research methods of the highest quality reports. These reviews report their search and appraisal methods in addition to providing a summary of the knowledge established by the findings or recommendations. For this paper, you must concentrate on five major articles on the subject that is in the area of leadership, building and leading teams, being an agent for change, empowerment of constituents, etc.



See the OWL at Purdue guide to writing a literature review. Your review must include a cover page and a bibliography. The paper must be at least five pages excluding title page and reference page. You must have at least 5 articles that you discuss. These are JOURNAL articles or published research—not something that you copy from website (unless you can download a journal article published on that website). A publication by the CDC, for example, would be allowable in this case. Just quoting data from a website is not a lit review. To find your articles, please use the resources of the FSU Library. The link is: http://library.fairmontstate.edu/eresource/main

A literature review is an objective, critical summary of published research literature relevant to your topic. Your literature review will consist of the following components: 

1. Introduction: Here you provide a definition of a topic or theme you’ve selected that is related to an identified health issue or need. You describe what you looked for and provide a general overview of what the general findings of the review was (what do most of the sources conclude), and comment on the availability of sources in the subject area. 

2. Literature Review: This is the main body of the paper. This section now focuses on the five research manuscripts you’ve selected. Each work should be critically summarized and evaluated for its premise, methodology, and conclusion. State the findings or recommendations. What are the similarities or Page 2 differences among the articles? It is as important to address any limitations of the study or any recommendations for further research.

3. Conclusion: The conclusion summarizes the key findings of the review in general terms. Notable commonalities between works, whether favorable or not, may be included here. Was the general theme of what you are research supported by the findings of the review?

4. References: As well as accurate in-text citations, a literature review must contain complete and correct bibliography.
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